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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR THE YEAR 1902 

The Members of the Corporation have abundant reason 
for congratulation in the progress of the Museum as shown by 
increased number of visitors, and Annual Members, and in- 
creased sales of catalogues during the year. 



FINANCES 

The Reports of the Treasurer and Finance Committee 
show in detail the receipts and disbursements during the past 
year, and also the amount and character of the Endowment 
Funds. 

The Rogers Bequest has not yet been received, but a set- 
tlement is expected in the near future. 



VISITORS 

In 1901 the number of persons who visited the Museum 
was 593,946. At the end of 1902 our turnstiles recorded 
663,197 visitors, showing an increase of 69,251 visitors over 
the previous year. 

The Curator of the Department of Paintings during last 
year issued 233 permits to artists and art students, who have 
copied 579 paintings on exhibition belonging to the Museum. 
The Curator received many applications for permission to copy 
pictures loaned to the Museum, especially those belonging to 
Mr. George W. Vanderbilt, but they could not be granted, 
because the consent in writing of the owner had not been ob- 
tained in conformity with the rules of the Museum. About 
the same number of permits were issued in the other depart- 
ments. 
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ANNUAL MEMBERS 

The number of Members has increased from 2,104 in 1901 
to 2,223 in 1902. 

ADMINISTRATION 

By economy in management and increase of income from 
various sources, Annual Members' fees, admission fees, sale 
of hand-books, after payment of all maintenance charges for 
the year, a surplus remains of $8,866.14, which it is desirable 
to use in purchase of objects of art, but which will probably 
be needed for the additional cost of maintenance connected 
with the new building. 

The income from the Rogers Bequest, restricted to the 
purchase of objects of art and books, will soon be available 
and will add largely to the collections, but their care must 
be provided for from other sources, by additions to the endow- 
ment funds and eventually by increased appropriation from the 
City. The Budget provides for additional Curators in certain 
departments, where at present the greatest want is felt, but a 
much larger income, available for working expenses, will soon 
be needed for the employment of others of satisfactory attain- 
ments and capacity. 

The changes of loan collections and the constant growth 
of the Museum in many directions makes it difficult to pro- 
vide permanently, at all times, satisfactory catalogues, hand- 
books, and labels. 

During the past summer a great amount of work has been 
done in shifting the collections, to improve their exhibition, 
in the old and new buildings, and especially in rearranging the 
collection of casts, for which still more room is required, many 
casts still remaining in the basement for want of space in the 
galleries. 

In the past year the Museum has suffered a heavy loss 
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by the death of three of its trustees, namely: Mr. Henry G. 
Marquand, Mr. Salem H. Wales, and Mr. Heber R. Bishop. 

They were, for many years, all active Members of the 
Board, and much of their time and energy was yearly given to 
the affairs of the Museum. 

Mr. Henry G. Marquand was elected a Trustee and Mem- 
ber of the Finance Committee in 1871. Two years later a 
Member of the Executive Committee; Treasurer of the Cor- 
poration from 1883 to 1889, and from that year until the 26th 
of February, 1902, when he died, was President of the 
Museum. 

Mr. Salem H. Wales was elected Trustee in 1872, Member 
of the Executive Committee and Treasurer in 1889, Chairman 
of the Building Committee in 1894, which position he held at 
the time of his death, which occurred on the 2d of December, 
1902. 

Mr. Heber R. Bishop was elected a Trustee in 1884 > Mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee in 1885; Chairman of the 
Finance Committee from 1886 to 1890; Chairman of the 
Building Committee'tintil 1892 ; Member of the Auditing Com- 
mittee in 1893. He died on the 10th of December, 1902, hold- 
ing the position of Trustee of the Museum. 

By order of the Trustees, 

F. W. RHINELANDER, 
President. 
L. P. DI CESNOLA, 

Secretary. 
New York, January 30, 1903. 



